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PRESS RELEASE

RSC mourns Mirpur fire victims, calls for steadfast
enforcement of safety standards

Dhaka, 14 October 2025: The RMG Sustainability Council (RSC) extends its deepest condolences to
the victims and their families affected by the devastating fire that occurred on 14 October 2025 in
the Shialbari area of Mirpur, Dhaka. Our thoughts are with all who have suffered irreparable loss and
those who continue to recover from this tragedy.

Upon verification, the RSC confirms that the factory involved in this incident does not fall under the
purview of the RSC’s safety oversight programme. Nevertheless, this heartbreaking event is a stark
and painful reminder of the critical importance of rigorous occupational health and safety measures
across all industries and workplaces in Bangladesh.

According to media reports, the fire originated in a chemical warehouse, releasing toxic fumes and
smoke that rapidly spread to surrounding buildings. This catastrophe claimed 16 lives and left many
others injured — a tragic outcome that should never occur in any modern workplace.

The RSC reiterates that preventable loss of life is unacceptable. Every worker — regardless of sector
— deserves to work in an environment where safety is paramount, where exits remain unlocked and
accessible, alarms are functional, fire separations are intact, and emergency procedures are actively
practiced and enforced. The preservation of human life must remain the highest priority of every
enterprise.

Since its inception in 2020, the RSC has worked relentlessly with global brands, factory owners, and
worker representatives to uphold a culture of transparency, accountability, and continuous
improvement in workplace safety within Bangladesh’s ready-made garment (RMG) industry. Building
on the enduring legacy of the Accord, the RSC continues to strengthen safety standards and foster a
resilient and responsible industry that protects every worker.

As information from Mirpur continues to emerge, the RSC is closely monitoring the situation. We
reaffirm our unwavering commitment to ensuring that tragedies of this nature are prevented
through vigilance, collaboration, and the steadfast enforcement of safety standards across all
workplaces in Bangladesh.

(Ends).

Notes to Editor:

For more information, inspection reports and spokesperson interviews, don't hesitate to get in touch with Tanima
Yasmin, Senior Communications Officer, RSC via email tanima.yasmin@rsc-bd.org or call 880 1769969099



